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ASH WEDNESDAY, Feb. 22 Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Worship, February 29ñMarch 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G  W O R S H I P   

9:00AM  & 11:00AM  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH      F E B R U A R Y   2012  

STAFF 253-537-0201 
 

Lead Pastor  Jeffery Gaustad  x103 
Interim Visitation Pastor  Rick Swenson x104 
 

Interim Music Dir. Jonathan Wohlers  x114 
 

Church Steward  Cheryl Mays Comen  x112 
business@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

Admin. Associate  Lisa Boers  x110 
blisa@trinitylutheranparkland.org 
 

Bookkeeper Cathy Bennett 
Custodian Kaye Olsen 
Maintenance Ed Kane 
Hospitality Anita Christian
 Toppy Kyllo 
Parish Nurse Virginia Garrison 
Financial Secretaries Suzie Ross 
 Joan Oldag 
Sound Engineers  David Christian 
 Lowell Kiesow  
Cemetery Co-chairs Ben Vatsaas 
 David Christian 
 

TRINITY CHILDCARE & PRESCHOOL  
Exec Director  Lynn Cooper 253-535-2699  
  

TRINITY KINDERGARTEN 253-539-9567 
Teacher  Wendy Smitherman 
 

SENIOR MEALS, Mon-Fri at Trinity   
Reservations  253-537-9171 

How would you describe God? So 

often in church we trot out big words 

to describe God, words we don't 

otherwise normally use, words like 

"omnipotent, omnipresent, 

omniscient, transcendent."  Frankly, 

Iôm not sure if in this day and age 

these words are all together very 

helpful. They make God into 

something of a philosophical 

abstraction, a divine being far 

removed from our lives, a being 

aloof, detached, distant, and 

unconcerned. In fact, these words 

make God seem boring! Yet, in the 

experience of the faithful for 

hundreds of generations, nothing 

could be farther from the truth. God 

is ever near, and magnificently 

interesting.       

 So let me suggest a few 

alternative words I'd like us to 

consider using to describe the God 

revealed in the Christian faith: 

exciting, alluring, seductive, 

captivating, expansive, engaging, 

imaginative, fascinating, mysterious, 

wildly loving, deeply compassionate, 

unreasonably merciful, unflappable, 

untamable and unpredictable. It's the 

start of a list I hope we'll expand 

together. The reason I believe we 

need to make such a list is our need 

(note please, I said our need, not 

God's need) to reframe the images 

we have of God. I believe we have 

so domesticated God- so flattened 

and tamed God- that God has 

become for some (or is that many, or 

most?) irrelevant, unreal, boorish 

and boring (and boring is, after all, 

among our culture's most 

unpardonable sins.) 

     I wonder, when and how did God 

become boring and domestic? I 

wonder if it happened when we 

stopped hearing, telling, and 

retelling one another our collective 

God story- both those ancient wild 

episodes and the stories unfolding in 

our own midst as we, too, walk by 

faith.   

 You'll hear me say often, ñGod 

is up to something.ò I honestly 

believe this is true.  For those who 

will look at the world with curiosity, 

with openness, with wonder-filled 

eyes; for those who will listen to the 

God stories of others and risk giving 

voice to their own; for those who 

Article continues page 2 
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2011 Treasurer: Ely Smith  

From the Pastor :  

Lead Pastor Jeffery L. Gaustad  
 

Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.  

Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act.  

He will make your vindication shine like the light,  

    and the justice of your cause like the noonday.  

Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him.   Psalm 37: 4-7a 

mailto:business@trinitylutheranparkland.org
mailto:blisa@trinitylutheranparkland.org
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From the Pastorð continued from page 1 
will touch the face of God even in a poor or needy stranger; 

for those who will walk by faith, God is ever near, and 

always and ever very, very interesting é intriguing, 

engaging, transformative- in fact- life-giving. I'd like to hear 

your God stories and, if possible, further the process of 

reframing our faith future together. So I hope youôll take 

part in upcoming opportunities where we can speak together, 

share together, and get to know one another. I invite and 

look forward to getting to know you through your 

participation in Bible studies, cottage meetings, forums, 

committee and group meetings- as I see all of these as 

opportunities to hear and share our God stories. I know 

Godôs been up to something in your life.  God has called you 

to be a part of this congregation and community. God has 

given you unique gifts, abilities, and a willingness to engage 

and share in ministries that ease burdens and transform lives. 

Maybe youôve thought about our life together in this way, 

and maybe you havenôt.  Either way, weôd like to hear your 

God-story.       

 God has called us into a partnership in this community, 

called us together to be Gospel. God's up to something- and 

where God's at work, life is never boring. 

  

 Your partner in ministry,  

 Pastor Jeff Gaustad  

How is God calling YOU to Serve . . .  
 

VOLUNTEER CORPS  

Join Trinityõs fabulous òfix-anythingó crew!  
Contact Cheryl 253 -537 -0201 x112  
 

. . . find out at Trinity.  

Spring clean up at Trinity 
cemetery will be in March. Dates as 

of this printing are Friday, Mar. 23 and 
Sat., Mar 24. Any changes will be in the 

bulletin announcements on Sunday. 

ñCemetery Committee, Ben Vatsaas 
and David Christian 

Trinityôs 2012 Council and 

Church Officers will be listed 

next month in The Messenger. 

door
 

priz
es

 

 

Men Of Trinityõs Annual Shrove Tuesday 
 

PANCAKE  SPECTACULAR 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 21      5:00ñ7:30 p.m. 
 

All Trinity men are encouraged to  

volunteer their time for this event.  
We are currently in the process of applying 
for a fundraiser match from the West Pierce 
County Chapter of Thrivent Financial. 

Having your meeting at Trinity?  
Be sure to schedule the room:  
contact: Lisa Boers 253-537-0201 x110 

There are so many groups who are 
meeting at Trinity ð we want to be 
sure that your meeting space is 
available when you want it! 

FOR YOUR HEALTH at Trinity  

The Nurse is In     Noon - 4p.m. 

Tues., Jan. 31 Thur., Feb. 9 
Tues., Feb. 14 Thur., Feb. 23 
Tues., Feb. 28 
 

In the office across from The Fireside Room 

Exercise for Life!     at Trinity  
 

Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
from 1-2pm in Trinityõs Thompson Hall 

 

This gentle, group-exercise routine 
is used while sitting in a chair. 

Jump Out of Yourself 

Become proactive in dealing with excess 

weight! This new group meets Mondays at 5:30 

p.m. in Trinity Library. Come find success! 
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Stretch your dollars! Purchases you 

make at Safeway (& other stores) can 

benefit the school of your choice, 

through eScrip designate Trinity 

Childcare (& another school) as your 

eScrip recipient. Contact Cheryl Mays 

Comen at Trinity. 
End -of -year fin

ancials not available at tim
e of printing.

 

Tnotes from Treasurer Ely Smith 
 

The coming year presents many opportunitiesðand challenges. As 

the money-person, it is my duty to face facts as well as faith. As 

our financial needs increase, our congregation is shrinking. I was 

asked at a recent budget hearing: ñWhat can be done to raise more 

money?ò The answer is GROW. First, grow in your personal 

commitment to give first fruits to God. Second, grow in your 

evangelism; invite someone to church. Third, grow in your 

ministry; learn the name of the stranger sitting next to you in the 

pew; thank them for coming; tell them you look forward to seeing 

them again next week. Finally, be an example. Remember that we 

all learn by imitation. When visitors see that their neighbor is not 

putting anything in the offering plate, they are inclined to do the 

same. If you participate in Simply Giving or are a monthly giver, 

just pluck an envelope from the pew and put it in the plate. You 

could add a couple of dollars or leave it empty. The visual message 

is that EVERYONE gives EVERY week. 

 As this is my final T-Note I want to thank you for the 

opportunity to serve as your Treasurer. We have a wonderful staff 

and Council; it has been a privilege to work with them.   

TRINITY FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2011 
 

 Monthly Monthly YTD  
 Actual Budget  Budget 
Income $   $              $ 837,984 

Exp  $ 70,351 $  $ 844,216 

TO MOBILIZE WOMEN TO ACT BOLDLY ON THEIR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST! - WELCA mission statement 

Trinity Lutheran Church Women  
 

CIRCLES: Womenõs Bible Study 
ALL WOMEN WELCOME Tuesday, February 21: 

1pm esuzw~ V{¥u~w? {¡ g¥{¡{§¬ć¦ Y{¥w¦{vw e¢¢  

1pm Mary Martha Circle, Common Room 

7:15pm Esther Circle 

ALL WOMEN WELCOME Thursday, February 16: 

10am Miriam Circle 

Women Read òThe Alchemistó 
Tues., Feb. 7 at 7:00 p.m., The Fireside Room 

WOMEN ON THE MOVE, A SERIES 
Each month this spring, Trinity Lutheran 

Church Women will present women who 

have ventured into cultures unknown to 

them or have been instrumental in making 

lives better for the women in their  own or 

another country. 
 

Tuesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room Sandra Jerke will talk about 

her adventures in Ethiopia. 
 

Tuesday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fireside Room This month we will celebrate 

Leymah Ghowee.  Ghowee helped organize 

and then lead a group of brave and 

visionary women who demanded peace for 

Liberia. A documentary film, "Pray the Devil 

Back to Hell" tells their story. 

Saturday, May 5 Mother/Daughter Brunch  
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Thompson Hall 
Carol Schillios will talk about The Fabric of Life, a DBA of 

Schillios Development Foundation. Their projects focus on 

improving the quality of life for women and their families 

through sustainable, appropriate technology that respects 

local traditions and cultures in Africa. Don't miss these 

inspiring and informative programs. 

Trinityõs Lutheran World Relief 
Chairperson, Toppy Kyllo, retires 
Toppy Kyllo has been in charge of 

health and school kits for Lutheran 

World Relief for several years. Toppy 

organizes the making of these kits, as 

well as boxing, counting, and weighing 

them for shipping. If you are interested 

in this worthy service, please contact 

Toppy at 253-531-9611. 

Trinityôs Library is an ex-
cellent source of materials 
with some 4,000 books, 
and many DVDs that can be 
checked out for adults or 
children at no cost. 

mailto:business@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=E-Scripts%20for%20Trinity%20Childcare
mailto:business@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=E-Scripts%20for%20Trinity%20Childcare
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Trinity Feeds Hungry People 
Trinityõs free  COMMUNITY MEAL is Friday, 

Feb. 17, 5:30-7:00 pm 
 

Donations of food items (see Joan Oldag) or cash gifts towards 
defraying cost welcome. Help with the meals: afternoons on the 

Thursday or Friday of the Meal; sign up in the Narthex! 

Volunteer at TLC Food Pantry  Pack groceries (Tuesday 10am) or hand out bags: Tuesdays or Fridays 11am-3pm   

Senior Meals at Trinity  
Every Monday -Friday  

RESERVATIONS 253 -537 -9171  

 

Weekdays at Trinity  
 

Tuesday-Friday (9am-4pm)  

Our Hosts in the Trinity Library offer a welcome 

from the cold, with a hot beverage & snack.  
 

To  h e lp  re p le n i sh  t h e   

c o ok ie / sna ck s :   

Please leave treats at Trinityôs Host Desk  
with a note indicating their use.  

 

Our Weekday Hosts:  

OUR SUBS: Walt Shaw & Michela Hammond 
IN-TRAINING! Alice Alexander 

 

 Tuesday morning:  Ben Vatsaas 

 Tuesday afternoon:  The Kastelles 

 Wednesday midday:  Sally Goldyn 
 Thursday morning:  Norma Simmons 

 Thursday afternoon:  Jeanne Patterson 
 Friday midday:  Nancy Belle Skeels 

 

Washington High School studentðMalia Perebo 

The people of Trinity gave gener-

ously to those in need during the 

2011 holidays. Here is another 

expression of thanks to Trinity:  
 

òOur children received Christmas gifts from òTrinity An-

gelsó through the Angel Tree Project.  2011 was a diffi-

cult year for our family ñand it was the first time we 

have ever chosen to be on the receiving end of a giv-

ing -project. Thanks to Trinity, our children got presents 

under the tree. Trinityõs spirit of giving has changed our 

spirit, and we now see 2012 as rich with blessing. Next 

Christmas, we intend to be the Angels!ó 

 

#ÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÕÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÉÎÇȦ 
 

42).)49 KINDERGARTEN ΨΦΧΨ-ΨΦΧΩ  

4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ  7ÅÎÄÙ 3ÍÉÔÈÅÒÍÁÎ ΨΫΩ-ΫΩί-ίΫάέ 
 

42).)49 CHILDCARE & PRESCHOOL  

%ØÅÃ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ  ,ÙÎÎ #ÏÏÐÅÒ ΨΫΩ-ΫΩΫ-Ψάίί  

OUR COSTS   

(One way to make in-kind donations and receive full tax credit is to purchase the items that can 

make up a bag of groceries to be given, or that can be used to prepare the Community Meal) 
 

One bag of TLC Food Pantry groceries =$11 

One dinner at Trinity Community Meal = $3  
 

You can make monetary contributions at Trinity  

(or at www.trinitylutheranparkland.org)  

using your debit/credit card. 
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Donôt Grieve The Spirit!   Mini-series In the Word from Men Of Trinity   Ephesians 4:25-32 

As Lutherans, we are familiar with the confessional 

part of our worship service in which we repent of sins 

ódoneô as well as those ónot done.ô In our passage this 

month which ends the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul 

clearly states ódoôs and donôtsò which interfere with our 

witnessing, both in word and deed. Verse 25 begins: 

Therefore, putting away lying, let each one of 

you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are 

members of one another. 

With these words Paul gets the Ephesians moving in 

the right direction. STOP LYING! SPEAK TRUTH! 

Then itôs as if Paul says, ñOh, by the way; here are 

some things that will help you, so you donôt grieve the 

Holy Spirit.ò 

Are you angry?ô donôt sin 

Give no place to the devil 

Do not steal; labor with your hands and do good 

Give to him who is in need 

Speak no corrupt word; only words that edify 

Put away bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, malice 

Be kind, tender-hearted, forgiving, even as God 

forgave you. 

In this form it is easy to use as a checklist and actually 

put in practice these behavioral guides to help us be 

consistently good witnesses for Christ. If you think it is 

a good idea, use this list on a daily basis to find your 

strengths and weaknesses. Unless we stay in the Word 

and continually remind ourselves of what it says, these 

are quickly forgotten. Staying in Godôs Word is 

necessary for our survival as children of God. Romans 

12:2 tells us ð 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what is that good and acceptable 

and perfect will of God. 

As we live and stay in the Word we will be transformed, 

and our minds will be renewed. It is the living Word 

that protects us from conforming to the world and its 

ways. From it we are led into the perfect will of God. 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
Wednesday night, Feb. 22 at 7:00 pm  

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT  LENTEN WORSHIP 

Feb. 29ñMarch 28 at 7:00 pm (suppers at 6pm) 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING at Trinity  
Every 2nd & 4th Sunday after each worship  
After worship, come forward to the altar rail to receive healing 
prayers, laying on of hands (and, if desired, anointing). Parish 
Nurse Virginia Garrison 

To All Men: Prayer Breakfast Tuesdays 7-8:30AM 
 

If you can, please come.  We gather each week at  

Angleaôs Restaurant 7511 Portland Ave E. 

TRINITY BIRTHDAYS 
ɞɵ ɰ ɼɴɼɱɴʁÜʂ ɱɸʁʃɷɳɰʈ ʆɰʂ ɾɼɸʃʃɴɳ ɾʁ ɸɽɲɾʁʁɴɲʃ, ʂɴɽɳ ɰ ɽɾʃɴ ɾʁ ɲɰɻɻ ɡɸʂɰ ɗɾɴʁʂ 537-0201 x110. 

1 Nodira Vetter 
 Lavonne Carr 
 George Parent 
2 William Ehlers 
 Linda Winters 
 Alex Brenner 
3 Victoria Melendez 
4 Sig Larson 
5 David Wold 
 Doreen Lindbo 
 Gunnar Ervin 
6 Russ Floyd 
 Eric Tate 
 Andrew & Albert Ehlers 
7 Alicia Melendez 
8 Bernice McCabe 
 Julia Vancil 
 Lauren Ledesma 
9 Donna Lederman 

9 John Govig 
 Susan Wise 
10 Kathy Nelson 
 Greg Vancil 
 Kellie Robinson 
11 Grace Jungkuntz 
 Debra Rodriguez 
12 Michael Chipman 
13 Jeremiah Umipeg 
14 Maria Larson 
14 Marlene Langseth 
15 Don Dees 
16 Jean Knight 
 Sean McElliot 
17 Jerry Hopkins 
 Rory Maitland 
18 Nancy Vancil 
  Sienna Talbert 
19 John Arbaugh 

19 Jonathan Duncan 
 Lauren Duran 
20 Karl Myking 
22 Bob Judge 
 Robin Brooks 
23 Michael Olson 
24 Mark Carr 
 Liam Fritterer 
 Stephanie Nelson-Penland 
25 William Thompson 
 Anne Christianson 
26 Jeanne Ehlers 
 Pat Cady 
 Robert Lightbody 
27 Philip Edlund 
 Connor Saevik 
28 Dan Pfunder 
 Andrew Wise 
 Hiwot Leitch 

Celebrating 
 

Amelia Borneman 

95th birthday  

 

Betty & Erv Meier  

65th Wedding Anniversary  

 

Floyd & Doris Boers  

65th Wedding Anniversary  
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Your Display in Trinityõs Narthex        

Make sure there is a space for you to have your display 

in the Narthex. Contact Alice Alexander 253-531-7183 

to make arrangements.   

GET  The Messenger  online  By using email, Trinity greatly saves cost by reducing the number of news-

letters sent through the mail. If you choose the online option, you will no longer receive The Messenger in the regular 

mail. You will receive an email link each month.  Email Trinity with the following:   
TO: office@trinitylutheranparkland.org SUBJECT: ñMessenger Onlineò  (indicate your name & email address) 

A monthly publication of Trinityõs Messenger  FEBRUARY  2 0 1 2 

www.trinitylutheranparkland.org   

Editor Lisa Boers 253-537-0201 x110 

12115 Park Avenue South  

Tacoma WA 98444 -3629 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Cookies for Trinity  

Project Andrew includes cookies in welcome bags for 
new visitors in worship. Mark ñProject Andrew.ò 
 

Trinity Host Desk serves cookies/coffee Tuesday-Friday 
during office hours.  Please mark ñTrinity Host Desk.ò 

Trinity Kids ages 7-12+  
explore The Arts at Trinity 
A2 for youth age 7-12 (or older) meets 
each Wednesday in the Narthex from 5-
6pm to explore the arts.  Weüre working in 
a large variety of arts this year including 
visual art, theatre, writing, and music pro-
jects throughout the seasons. Contact: Ka-
ren Bell-Hanson bellhanson@yahoo.com or 
253-538-0307. 

NEWS DEADLINES:  Newsletter: Feb. 15 

Sunday bulletin: Wednesday noon  

Living out our faith in Jesus Christ through joyous service to others. 

www.trinitylutheranparkland.org  

GET INVOLVED WITH . . . 
 

QUILTERS        VOLUNTEER CORPS 
               1st & 3rd Mondays                 1st & 3rd Tuesdays,  
         9-11:30amñThompson Hall                           8am-12pmñLibrary 

 

  STITCHERY every Wednesday    JUBILATE CHOIR (9am Worship Choir) 
           9:30ñ11:30 am, Library    8:15am Sundays & 10am-1pm one Sat/month 

 

READING CLUB 4th Thursdays     CANTATE CHOIR (11am Worship choir) 
    7:00-9:00 pm, Library     Wednesdays at 7pm & Sundays at 10:15am 

 

      EXERCISE FOR LIFEñMon, Wed, Fri                       HANDBELL CHOIR 
           1:00pmñThompson Hall        (resumes February) Tuesdays at 6:30pm 
 

mailto:blisa@trinitylutheranparkland.org?subject=Messenger%20Online
http://www.trinitylutheranparkland.org
mailto:bellhanson@yahoo.com?subject=A2%20at%20Trinity

